Legacies of Hope and Faith by Westgate, Paul David
Volume 7
Issue 3 Spring Article 10
3-15-1988
Legacies of Hope and Faith
Paul David Westgate
Follow this and additional works at: https://dc.swosu.edu/westview
This Nonfiction is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at
SWOSU Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Westview
by an authorized administrator of SWOSU Digital Commons. For more
information, please contact phillip.fitzsimmons@swosu.edu.
Recommended Citation




Legacies Of Hope and Faith
By Paul David Westgate
E. J. ( P e p p e r )  M e a c h a m ,  Jr. 
brought to Clinton, Custer County, 
and th e  S ta te  of  O k la h o m a  an  
e x a m p le  of  s t r e n g t h ,  fa ith ,  and  
courage. Through his life, he e x ­
perienced exhilaration and d e p r e s ­
sion, and he faced each  with  the  
determ ination to be better  p e r ­
sonally and crea te  a better  c o m ­
munity environm ent.
“P ep p er” M eacham , nam ed for 
P e p p e r  M artin ,  f a m o u s  p i t c h e r  
du r in g  th e  1 9 3 1  W orld  S e r i e s ,  
tasted his first v ictory--birth--in  
October, 1 9 3 1 .  After serv in g  his  
country in a time of war, he earned  
h is  D o c to r a te  of J u r i s p r u d e n c e  
from the OU College of Law.
In 1 9 1 9 ,  E. J. M eacham , Sr. and 
George M eacham  founded M ea ­
cham and M eacham , A ttorneys  at 
Law. In 1 9 5 8 ,  P ep p er  joined the  
family firm and started deve lop ing  
his reputation as a tough d e fen se  
attorney.
Before becom ing Mayor of Clin­
ton in 1 9 7 2 ,  P epper  w a s  involved  
in com m unity  e v e n ts ,  such as  the  
annual PTA N egro Minstrel. P la y ­
ing the part of an “ end m an” gave  
him an outlet for his wit and humor. 
During his administration as  M ay­
or, he w a s  instrum ental in e s t a b ­
lishing Clinton Regional Hospital.  
The com m unity  n eed ed  a m edical  
facility after Oklahoma c losed  the  
state hospital that had been  strong  
in the area. Clinton Regional H o s ­
pital c o n t in u e s  to  be o n e  of th e  
s t r o n g e s t  c o m m u n i ty  h o s p i t a l s  
o u ts id e  the  m e tr o p o l i ta n  a r e a s .  
P e p p e r ’s f ir s t  d e s i r e  w a s  the  
gro w th  of C linton; he w a s n ' t  a 
spotlight seeker.
Early  d r in k in g  h a b i t s  led  to  
problems. In 19 7 5 ,  P epper  ad m it­
ted he w as  an alcoholic by joining  
< the lo ca l  c h a p t e r  of A lc o h o l ic s
A n on ym ou s, founded by Dr. Bill 
Tisdal in 1 9 4 5 .  With the help  of 
AA and  h is  o w n  d e t e r m in a t io n .  
P e p p e r  r e m a in e d  s o b e r  to  h is  
death.
He t o u c h e d  h u n d r e d s  of l i v e s  
through AA. A brother in AA once  
said, “ I love  him not for what he is 
but for what I becom e w h en  he is 
with m e .” He w orked  with people  
daily as  those with problem s cam e  
by his office or his house  during  
the ev en in g  hours. His heart and  
hom e w ere  a lw a y s  open to people  
who wanted help. Dr. George Miller 
descr ib ed  him the best: “ He w as  
filled with a passion for his Creator 
that couldn't be put into words; it 
c o u ld  o n ly  be  l iv e d .  He w a s  a 
gentle , com p assion ate ,  and loving  
friend who w as loyal to a fault."
Distance never  deterred Pepper  
from  t r a v e l in g  th r o u g h o u t  the  
state  working with AA programs  
and individuals. He spoke to groups
of all a g e s  exp la in ing  the dangers  
of a lc o h o l .  He w a s  v e r y  a c t iv e  
t h r o u g h o u t  C u s te r  C o u n ty  w ith  
th e  s im p le  m e s s a g e  th a t  w h e n  
help  is w an ted  help is available .  
He d e v o t e d  h is  l i fe  to  g iv in g  to  
o th ers  t im e, en ergy , and the g r e a ­
test  gift of a ll--genuine caring.
Once P ep p er  had control of his  
life, he returned to the vital position  
of c o m m u n i t y  and  p r o f e s s io n a l  
leader. He served  as Vice President  
of the Oklahoma Bar A ssociation ,  
proving the respect and admiration  
h is  f e l l o w  a t t o r n e y s  fe lt .  In th e  
county  and com m unity , his le a d ­
ership role continued as he chaired  
the com m unity  for ren ew al of the 
county courthouse . The n ew  legal 
l ib r a r y  in th e  c o u r t h o u s e  w a s  
ded icated  to E. J. (Pepper) M ea­
cham, Jr.
F r o m  to p  to  b o t to m  and  b a ck  
again, P ep p er  and family survived  
m a n y  c r i s e s .  In 1 9 7 8 ,  P e p p e r  
fought through open-heart surgery. 
In th e  e a r ly  1 9 8 0 ’s . P e p p e r ’s 
h e a l th  b e g a n  to  fa il ,  and  e a c h  
onset w as faced bravely. In October 
1 9 8 4 ,  he suffered a heart attack  
which ended  his life in D ecem b er  
1984 .
P e p p e r  M e a c h a m  le ft  C lin ton  
and the state  the greatest  legacy,  
hope and faith. Through his life, 
he proved that w hen  a problem  is 
m et h on est ly  and help is sought, a 
solution can be found. His des ire  
for each of us would be to look at 
peop le  for w ho  they are and share  
our love with all w e  m e e t .*
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